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This memorandiJia sets out detailed euialysls of ^vs 
article critical of former FBI Investigation of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. , and recommends we adhere to "no comment" position 
regarding allegations in the article, copy attached. 
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SYNOPSIS ; 

"The Washington Post" on. 10/9/75, carried a cblxmn 
by Jack Anderson and Les Whitten in their "The W^hington /- 
Merry-Go-Ro\ind" syndicated column with captio|j^^'*Associates Ask 
Probe To Clear King*s Name." The article states in reference 
to the FBI and Martin Luther King, Jr. that former Directors 
Hoover personally ordered leaks regarding King's alleged |/ 
sexual exploits and supposed Communist ties following the^,.,.,^ 
FBI's becoming aware King was being considered for the 1564 
Nobel Peace Prize. Mr. Hoover supposedly labeled King as 
* J>Vvell as the late Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy and former 
FBI official Quinn Tamm as Mr. Hoover's most hated enemies. The 
article states that the FBI conducted surveillance of King and 
bugged hotel suites. The following specific questions are set * 
out and answered in the column: , ^ y, ✓>» y / ^ 5 ^!lt L 

REC-66 / aO-- /O ( / J - J (^^ 
Did E^^9King have secret commxinist connections?; 
Did the FBI tape a sex orgy involving Dr. King at VaSTTingcmi, 



D. C.'s old -WiUard Hotel?; Did Dr. King, whfc^? ddV gg^^fy 
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accept the Nobel Peace Prize chase a woman through an Oslo 
hotel?; Did Dr. King carry on a romance with the wife of a 
Los Angeles dentist? 

Anderson refutes each allegation based on his 
supposed interviews of persons present • Our files do not support 
Anderson's charges except that our files agree with his findings 
regarding the Oslo incident, and we did surveill King 
occasionally and conduct electronic surveillances of his hotel 
rooms occasionally. Anderson concludes "Thus the FBI's attempt 
to besmirch the great civil rights leader, as Dr. King 
himself predicted before his martyrdom, has backfired against 
the FBIJ» 

I Detailed response to each point as revealed by our 

I files set forth in following Details. 

OBSERVATIONS ; 

Each item referred to by Anderson is based on an 
incident covered in our files. Anderson deals with each item 
and dismisses it as refuted based on denials of the 
allegations by persons involved with King in each situation who, 
in each instance, deny or explain away the accusation. The 
obvious self --interest in such denials is ignored by Anderson. 

RECOMMENDATION : 

Any inquiry regarding this article be responded to 
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DETAILS ; 

The 10/9/75, issue of "The Washington Post" carries 
the syndicated colimn of Jack Anderson and Les Whitten "The 
Washington Merry^Go-Roxind." This article has an added 
headline "Associates Ask Probe To Clear King^s Name." 

The article states that associates of the late 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr, , have asked the authors to 
investigate the FBI's "smear charges" against King and to 
publish the authors' "honest findings." It is stated that 
Dr, King's widow^ according to the associates, hopes the 
authors will clear Dr. King's name, 

Anderson Allegation 

The article claims that the FBI, sometime after 1964, 
began leaking stories about Dr* King's alleged sexual exploits 
and his supposed communist ties* The leaks allegedly were 
ordered personally by the late Director Hoover who "had developed 
a fierce hatred'* for King. It is stated that Mr* Hoover was 
infuriated when he was advised "in a secret memo from his 
intelligence network" that Dr. King was expected to receive 
the 1964 Nobel Peace Prize. The article states "he was so 
Infuriated that he scrawled wodHs of outrage on the memo 
in blue pencil." 

Bureau Files 

Information regarding Dr. King obtained during the 
course of our investigation of him and the commxinist influence 
on him was disseminated in the normal course of business to 
appropriate officials and agencies in the Executive Branch, 
e,g. S. Attorney General and other Department of Justice 

(officials. White House officials and occasionally the President. 
The files do not indicate a "i^ispering campaign" against King 
was ordered by Mr. Hoover or conducted by the Bureau. 
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The extent of Mr. Hoover's reactions to Dr. King's 
being nominated for and receiving the 1964 Nobel Peace Prize was 

«^ XT^.^^^«^^» ^/*lO/i:/. 

as xuxxuwo* ncwopeipvsi. ei^ui.^jLc //xo/i^h^^ ip^pui.uc;«a ulxcxu 

Dr. King had been proposed for the 1964 Nobel Peace Prize. 

Mr. Hoover noted on the serial "What a farceP* (100-106670-398). 

In another article datellned 10/6/64, it was again reported that 

9 ixxiijg wct&» xxis-cx^ L.U i^ccc^ve uiic nuucj, x-c^eiuc x~jliz^c:, 144. • nuuvcj 

on this serial, noted "King could well qualify for the 'top 
alley cat' prizel'" (100-106670-480). Mr. Hoover noted 
"Shameful I" when it was, In fact announced that Dr. King had 

petsli wcixueu uie X7DH> JTtsace x-xiZfC* \j.\7\^-xuou/ v-to^, H'7juy • 

|There is no Indication in the file that Mr. Hoover initiated any 
specific action or intensified Investigation as a result of 
iDr. King's receiving the Nobel Peace Prize. 

Anderson Allegation 

The article states that Herbert Jenkins, Atlanta, 

^ ^n^^^f ^£ n^^^^^ >J ^« ^^^^ ^^3Ji^^^ ^£ .kl^^ 

\^oirgxa, uxixtsi: ux x^oxxws, wiiu was ctu T^na.t uxuie p£-cs>xuc:iiL. ux uii«= 

International Association of Chiefs of Police (lACP) , visited 
Director Hoover. Mr. Hoover supposedly "suddenly, out of contexl 
. • .blurted that he had three enemies Tfrtiom he hated more than 
anyont£ exse in x:nt: worxcii" xoxmex- isureou oxxxcxax v^iaxxui xtuiiiu, 

former Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy and Dr. King. The 
article continues by stating that the FBI kept Dr. King under 
surveillance and "even bugged his hotel suites." It is 

"whispering campaign" against King. 

Bttreau Files 

Herbert T. Jenkins, Chief of Police, Atlanta, Georgia, 
who had recently been elected president of lACP, had an interviei 
with Director Hoover in the Director's Office on the afternoon 
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of 1/18/65 • Memorandm of J. J. Casper to Mr. Mohr dated 
1/19/65, records this interview. Mr. Hoover did discuss at 
some length, his displeasure with Quinn Tairan, executive 
Director of lACP and the manner in %diich Mr. Tamm was handling 
his fxinctions with the lACP. Mr. Hoover did not describe 
Mr. Tamm as an "enemy." The only reference to former 
Attorney General Robert Kennedy was the statement by Mr. Hoover 
that Mr, Kennedy had attempted to have Mr. Hoover lower the 
standards for FBI Agents as a possible means of increasing the 
number of Negro Agents employed by the Bureau. Mr. Hoover 
explained to Mr. Jenkins that he had told the Attorney General 
that hew>uld not do this €uid that he would not drop the 
standards of Special Agents as long as he was Director of the 
FBI. The only reference to Mr. King is as follows: 

•'Mr. Hoover also discussed with Chief Jenkins his 
meeting with Doctor Martin Luther King. He pointed out that 
while he has only publicly called King a liar, he could have 
told of King's poor morals and communist connections." There 
Is no statement of Mr. Hoover's describing anyone as his "enemy" 
or of his making any statements regarding his hating anyone. 

Anderson Allegation 

The statement that the FBI kept Dr. King under 
surveillaace and "bugged his totel suites" is not subject to 
dispute. The Bureau did surveill King on occasion and we 
did conduct electronic surveillance of hotel rooms occupied by 
King. 

The following questions are raised in the article and 
answered therein: 
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Anderson Allejgatlon 

•*Did Dr. King have secret Commimist connections?" 
The article states that Dr. King "was in touch with a known 
Communist attorney in New York City who tried to influence the 
civil rights campaign." Anderson concludes that Dr. King 
did not let the Commxinists take over his movement and that 
Dr. King "remained a staunch ant 1 -Communist." It is acknowledged 
that he accepted some of the attorney's ant 1 -Vietnam Var views. 



Bureau Files 




Anderson Allegation 



"Did the FBI tape a sex orgy, involving Dr. King, at 
Washington' s old Willard Hotel?" The article states that 
"witnesses" who were with Dr. King at the Willard Hotel 
said that Dr. King used some "ribaltf' language but indulged in 
no sexual acts. 

••There was evidence on the tape, according to those who 
heard it, that sexual intercourse occurred. But Dr. King was 
not one of the lovers. The man's voice was identified as that 
of an acquaintance." 

^^BCRET 
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Bureau Files 




Anderson Allegation 



"Did Dr. King, while in Norway to accept the Nobel 
peace prize, chase a woman through an Oslo hotel?" The article 
alleges that the FBI whispered such rumors arotind Washington, 
but that "witnesses" state someone in Kingfe party other than 
himself was involved with some prostitutes in the hotel, and 
that King was not so involved. 

Bureau Files 

Our files do not contain any information indicating 

that the FBI whispered rumors as referred to above around 
Washington. Our files do reflect that we had information that 
someone in King's party other than King was involved with some 
prostitutes in the hotel in Oslo, Norway. (100-442529-555). 

* Anderson Allegation 

"Did Dr. King carry on a romance with the wife of a 
Los Angeles dentist?" The article states that "we spoke directly 
with both the dentist and his wife. Both agreed that she was 
Dr. King's close friend but not his lover." 



Bureau Files 
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"Thus the FBI's attempt to besmirch the great civil 
rights leader, as Dr. King himself predicted before his 
martyrdom, has backfired against the FBI." This conclusion is 
not supported by our files. 




0-19 (Rev. 5^75) 



t me ft^aghlngton Mi& ny^tiO 'MumaA. 

• •ill I— — i- i— i ii.i — 

; Associates Ask Probe 
To Clear King's Name 

By Jack Ander$on mnd Lea Wbittea 



Associate of the late Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. have 
asked us to investigate the 
FBrs smear charges against 
him and to publish our honest 
findings. His widow, they say,\ 
hopes we will clear his nama 

We have found that the FBI 
sometime after 1964 began 
leaking stones about Dr. 
King*$ alleged sexual exploits 
and supposed Communist ties. 
The leaks were ordered 
personally by the late J. 
Edgar Hoover; who had 
developed a fierce hatred for 
the black leader. 

Hoover began the smear 
campaign after learning in 
advance that Dr. King would 
get the 1964 Nobel peace prize. 
The selection was reported to 
the late FBI chief in a secret 
memo from his intelligence 
network. He was so infuriated 
that he scrawled words of 
outrage on the memo in blue 
pencils we were told. 

Not long afterw ards, Hoover 
was visited by Atlanta's police 
chief, Herbert Jenkins, who 
was then president of the 
International Association of 
Chiefs of Police. 

Suddenly, out of context. 
Hoover blurted that he had 
three enemies whom he hated 
more than anyone else in the 
world. He identified them as 
' his former deputy Quinn 
Tamm, ex-Attomey General 
Robert F, Kennedy and Dr. 
^ Martin Luther King Jr. 

The dumbfounded Jenkins 
later encountered his friend. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Sr., on 
the streets of Atlanta. Jenkins 
took the occasion to warn the 
old man pointedly that 
"Junior better be on the alert. 
It may be that the FBI is 
looking into hi m, an d they look 
pretty thoroukWy."'"^ 



Indeed, the FBI k«>t the 
civil rights crusader 'under 
surveillance and even bugged 
his hotel suites. Then the 
bureau used the information ' 
to start a whisoering 
paign against him. ^ 

At the urging of his 
associates, we have bow ' 
checked into the stories that 
the FBI spread about him. 
Here are our findings: 

Did Dr. King have secret 
CSlininunist coonectioiis? Hit 



was in touch with a tcnown\ 
Communist attorney in New 
York City, who tried to in- 
fluence his civil rights cam- 
paign. However* Dr. King 
never let the Communists take 
over his movement and 
remained a staunch anti« 
Communist. / 

He eventually accepted 
some of the attorney's anfi- 
Vietnan War views. But those 
who knew Dr. King agree lie 
was motivated by humanity, 
not ideology. ""'^ 

Did the FBI Upe a sex ^gy, 
involving Dr. King, at 
Washingtop's old WiiUrd 
Hotel? Witnesses who were 
with him at the Will^rd recall 
that he used some ribald 
language but indulged in no 
sexual acts. , 

There was evidence on the 
tape, according to tbose who 
heard it,' that semial in- 
tercoivse occurred. But Dr. 
King was not one of fhe lovers. 
The man*s voice -was iden- 
tified as that of m acquain- 
tance. — 

Did Dr. King, while in 
Norway to accefA the Nobel 
peace prize, ch^rse a woman 
through an Oslo . hotel? 
Rumors of the hot pursuit 
were whispered around 
Washington the FBI. 



W.ihesses r^ecail that some 
supporters <yf Dr, King let 
their jubilation get out of 
hand, brouglit prostitutes into 
the hotel aivi raised a mckus. 
The witnesses remember 
dearly tbat King was not 
among -tliem but^ on the 
contrary, tried to quiet the 
celebratitoD. 

Did Dr. Khig carry on a 
romanoe with the wife of a Los 
AngeW i denUst? To check out 
this FBI report, we spoke 
directly with both the; dentist 
and W«s wife. 

Both agreed that she was 
Dr. lacing's close friend but not 
his I over. 

Thus the FBVs attempt to 
bej>mirch the great civil rights 
l«ider, as Dr. King himself 
predicted before his mar-* 
tT/rdom, has backfired against 
VheFBL 
* <f fJj^Unitad FtiturrSyndlciii^ inc) 
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TO: ^imECIOR, FBI 
FBOM: SAC» NEW YORK 15265) 
ATTN: imO , W. 0. CRE6AR 
S£NSrUDY-75, 

RENYTEL , SEPTErSEli 8, 1975, 

f, nrrsLLiGENCE division, bew 






YORK CITY POUICE DEPART ^ENI CNYCPD ).» AD VISED NYCPD HAS LOOTED 
HO RECORD OF ANY ELECTRONIC SURVEILLAKCE OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, 



\ 



- \ 



KE FURTHER ADVISED NYCPD CONSIDERS INFORMATION IN BUREAU flLES 
REGARDIKS ANY SUCH SURVEILLANCE AS BUREAU RECORDS AND THAT ANY 
DISaOSURE OF SUCH RECORDS IS THE BUREAU'S PREROGATIVE. 

l^f^im^HlFsTAlED 
WHO WAS IN CHARGE OF THE DEPARTPENI WHEN THE ELECTRONIC 
SUrtVElLLANCE WAS COrDUCfED, HAS SINCt RETIRED AK'D LIVING 
SOD'ilWHIRE IN miN£. ^^^^^^^^^^ SA ID HE COULD FURNISH 





m FUfJTHER IKFQRMhTION RE ADOVS MATTER, 



5S 



KR028 NY CODE 




8:33Prt IRGEOT SPIErSER 8, 19 75 GBM 
TOt director , FBI (€2-116395) 

IOMj sac, tEW YORK ((22- 15 065) 
'j ATTNs INTD, W. 0. CRE6AR 



/ 



SENSrUDY*75t BUDEO » SEPTEtSER 8, 1975* 
RE BIHEAU TEL, SSPTErSER 5 , 1975, 

irnELLIGENCE DIVISION, 





V 



^^KEW YORK CITY FOLICE DEPART NT (HYCPO ), AD VISED HE HAS HO 



KNOWLEDGE OF At'iY ELECTROtJIC SmVEILLANCE BY NYCPD ON MARTIN 
LUTKER ldi^. fl^V STATED RECORDS PRESINTLY BEIK3 REVIEWED 



TO DETERI'Utv^ IF ANY RECORDS KAlNTAlKED OH ELECTRONIC 



SUH\EILLANC£ OF KIJS . 



BEIt:G COtlTACTED SEPTEI-3ER 9,, 



19 75, AND Blii^EAU WILL BE ADVISED 

Em* 








?.: 
c 
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8 4 OCT 1 6 




mid 11 ^i1 coDii 



10 DiimClOR (6Ji-U6395> 
, rROil turn I (6 6-354 6> <RUC) ^V^^V^ 

..Oil ££n£{1b2;R 8, 191^, SUfiulVlSUR 

W£I UlIH 




As -- li.i- 

Arf..;i' 

I' ll .'i » -!tj. 
Iriv 

I'ii|M- l.i<p:i .— 





km SA 

, LF.ea. COUNSEL, DADE COUUXY, 




JfLOR IDA P UrfU IC SAFtT Y D£P^J?Tfl£Nl <U CPSD > , Al XHK DCPSD • 

Ih£S£ TWO OFPICI/^LS WEP.fc /i>Vi£SD OF IKfc REfiUESl TO THE 
FBI BY X Kb ^t:AT£ SELSCT CO.%cmXfi.£ CSSO, ACCESS XO 
£l K&KORAISA Afii> OlhSR HAXERXrd-S UHICH RELATE TO ivLECIROHlC 
SUr;Vi;iU.At)Ci OF £>R. ttAPJ iM L If? itifi Kif^G BY SIAIE AriD LOCAL AGttiClES. 

= . IKFORi'iAX XOU ItJ lUAni AjrJtL tlAY 25, 19<>6, CAPXiOL'EO 
•iJAftliw LlS^iSaQtlG, JR., SiCUiUXY tlAXIER-C" WAS ORALLY 
FtiiJiSIED hllii XHiY V.'£R£ ASI'^iD Wlc-XiiiU XXE DCPSD HAS ANY' 
Oaj.ilGT ioK XO Xh£ Ft>I KELEASIK3 10 SSC Xlii MftXERlAL EftAJJAX IMG 
FrtOO DCPSO AJ3 COtHMVy.Q 1H XHiS AlfiXa. UHICH WOULD DlSCLOSs. '^^ 
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S 



Ihr. OCPoa USi-D ftUECrftOfilC SU^i V6iLLAlJCi^S I^^ IHr-ia COVfeP.AGE 
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8 4 OCT 1 6 1975 



FAG£ TWO n» 

^•^(^iJ^BMl ADVISU) The; DCPS) I AH NU ObJi^aiONS 10 TH^F&I 
B£L£ASXMG THIS INFORnATJLON TO IH& SSC'* H& SAID THJuY WOULD 
HAVa 10 SEARCH TKr.IR RECORDS TO Da.TERMI{*t WHAT 1«F0RMAT10M 
TH^Y HAV£ ON XING HUD THAT ANY RiilQU&ST FOR THIS INFOf^lATION 
BY SSC WOO HAV£ TO BE IH IHs. FORC OF A SUBPOENA » 

f, OlR^CrOR^ DGfSO, VHO IS ON VACATION^ 
WAS li^ITlALLY COIffAaEO IN THIS i^ATT&R BY SAC JULIUS L* 
KAITSON Ar^ HAOE AWARE OF TIE REQUEST BY SSC« 
Etj) 

VLN FBIHQ CCLR 
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CQDB TBUETYVS 



1 - Mr. J. A. Mints 
1 - Mr. W. Waggyj, 



TO 8ACa HIilMZ 6KPTEMBXR 5, 1975 

y IBOM DIRICTOB FBI (62-116396) fl^^^P^^^P^B^ 



UDQUntTIL MAT 33, 1966, MYAIITBLS MAT 16, 1965, MAT 36, 
1969, AKD mxt J1SLJ 39, 1969, ALL CAFTIONXD **M ABTIW LOTOBL. 

Cj^mOjjni,, BKcmin matisb - c,** mzami vzlb 100-15079, 

Mnr Turk flu 100-136585. 

THM 8XNATI SKLSCT COKMITTSI (BSC) MAS RBQOESTKD ACCESS TO 
AUi MBMOBAIIDA AMD OIHBt MAISRIALS mCE WSLkTE TO MUSOTStmiC 
8UBVBILLAMCB CP SR. MARTIM LOTHKB SING BT STATI AMD LOCAL 
AGKNCIBS OR GOTXRiniENTB. 

REFBRXMCID (XMMWXCATIQNS ZMDICATl THAT TBI DADB COUNTT 

WBirr's ovTiCB, miamz, Florida, and ibx mbw tobx citt policb 

DBPA&IMSMT USED BlfCIROHIC SURVIILLAMCB IQUIFMEMT IM IHIIX , 
GOTBBAGB OT DR. KIMO. 

IT WILL Bl MBCESSAKT FOR MIAMI AMD Miff TCRK TO CONTACT APPRO- 
PRIATB OFFICIALS OP IHB DABB COUMTT flBIRIFF'S OPFICB AMD THE 
MBff TQRit CITY POLICB DEPARTMENT AMD ADVISE THEM OF THE S8C 

100-106670 (King) 
JTA:pa^/«•h/f|.•^l^:FORwUliJ^ vJ .l'rti^-^^ SEE KpTE PAGE TWO 

HEREIN IS UriCLAlSSlHED /Oo^ fd b h 7 /j - 

r (\,,^^ ^^'^^ SEP 10 1975 

, l^,^lsrULCtJ!Z YELLOW 



PACX no 62-116399 



RIQCBST. SBC0U 1HXIB OOlOiXMTS BBLATITX TO: ' ' ; VBETHER 
TEST BAYS MMf OBJWCnOK TO OOR IIUSASIIIG TO 8SC IBI MATKRIAL 
FROM IHEH CONTAI90 IM KBFBREHCED COHUUNI CATIONS, WHICB fOULD 
ViaClOSR THAT TEXT USED XLECTBORIC SURVBILLAlfCXS » TBSIB 
i^fji Snn\m est SInG* TS8T Sn(wSJ) BS Arnilafiv Om TSS FACT 
SVEH IF FBIBQ DOBS ROT YOLDNTABILT SUPPLY BBQUESTBD 
HiFOBMATIdr, SSC VAT SUBPOENA FBI BBCOBDS. 

EZPBDXTB AMD SUBMIT BT TfiUBTEFB IB T8B ABOVX CAPriOH, 
ATXENTION IMTD, W. O. CBBGAB, BT CIASB OF BUSINESS SEFTBfBEB 8, 
1975. 
END 



MOTE ; 

Pursuant to a request fron the Senate Select Coamlttee 
(SSC)» Bureau files were reviewed and specific inforaation 
pertinent to the above question was discovered* 

Coaaunlcatlons froa New York and Miami disclose that bo 
tss9 j}s.ds County Sheriff's Office and Mew York City Poliee 
Department used electronic surveillance equlpoMnt In tbelr 
coverage of Martin Uitber King. 

Headquarters considers It appropriate and necessary to 
have Hew York and Mlaail contact the local agencies involved for 
their position regarding possible disclosure and release of 
information pertaining to their electronle surveillance coverage 
of King to the SSd« 
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TO SAC, ATLANTA 

raOM DIRECTOR, TBI (62-116395) 

SBNSTUDY *7^$ BUDEDt 7/31/75. 

FBIHQ IS PRESEMTLT COMPILING PERTINENT DOCUMENTS PERTAIN- 
ING TO CAPTIONED MATTER AT THE REQUEST OF THE UNITED STATES 
SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE TO STUDY GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS WITH 
RESPECT TO INTELLIGE3JCE ACTIVITIES (SSC). 

INCLUDED IN THE SSC*S REQUEST IS ONE CONCERNING ALL MEMO- 
RANDA AND ANY OTHSl MATERIALS INDICATING OR REn-ECTINO THE 

INCEPTION OF (A) ALL HEADQUARTERS FILES AND (B) ALL ATLANTA 

O 

DIVISION FILES CONCERNING MARTIN LUTHER KIN G AND ORGANIZATIONAL 
FILE CAPTIONED "COHINFIL OF SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE," (SCLC), TOGEmER WITH THE BASIS AND AUTHORITY FOR 
OPENING SUCH FILES. 

SSC STAFF PBISONNEL HAVE ADVISED THE ABOVE REQUEST REFERS 
NOT ONLY TO COMMUNICATIONS VHICH INITIATED ACTIVE INVESTIGA- 
TION OF KING AND THE SCLC, BUT SHOULD INCLUDE SUCH ITEMS, 
VHEIHER THEY BE OFFICE MEMORANDA OR OTHER MATERIALS (I.E., 



PEN:adn/tdp 



SEE NOTE PAGE TW) 




'RFINKIIMri ACClCiCEl 



PAGE TWO ' 



jmfSPAPm CLIPPINGS) VHICH FORMED THE BASIS FOR ESTABLISHING 
THESE FILES PRIOR TO THE TIME ACTIVE INVESTIGATION VAS 
INITIATED. 

ATLANTA DIVISION PROMPTLY REVIEir ABOVE MATTERS AND 
FURNISH FBIHQ WITH THREE CLEAR XEROXES OF ITEMS VHICH ARE 
RESPONSIVE TO THE SSC*S REQUEST. THESE ITEMS SHOULD BE 
XEKOXED AS THEY APPEAR IN YOUR FILES. ANY' EXCISIONS OF 
DATA APPEARING THEREIN VILL BE HANDLED Bt FBIHQ PRIOR TO 
THE TIME THESE MATERIALS ARE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE SSC. 

IT WILL NOT BE NECESSARY TO FURNISH HEADQUARTERS WITH 
COPIES OF ANY INSTRUCTIONS RELATIVE TO INSTITUTING ACTIVE 
INV£STIGATIC»f IN THESE CASES KHICH EMANATED FROM FBIHQ. 
VHERE SUCH IS THE CASE A SIMPLE STATEMENT TO THAT EFFECT 
SHOULD BE MADE AND THE DATE AND CAPTION OF THE HEADCSJARTERS 
COMMUNICATION SHOULD BE FURNISHED. 

EXPEDITE AND SUBMIT BY COVIR AIRTEL IN ABOVE CAPTION 
BY CLOSE OF BUSINESS 7/31/75. 

m 

NOTE ; 

Teletype being directed to the AT Division to obtain 
information iidiich is responsive to a request hy the Senate 
Select Committee « Bureau deadline deemed necessary in view 
of request by this Committee* 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 




TO 



Mr. W. R, Wannall 



FROM : J, G. DeegaivJ^ 



SUBJECT: m. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 



1 - Mr. J. B. Adams 
1 - Mr. W. R. Wannall 
1 - Mr. D. Ryan 

DATE: 7/18/75 

1 > Mr. J. G. Deegan 
1 > Mr. H. A. Nevman 




a 

fa. 

o 



Dir«ct»r $«c'x 

During a conference on 7/16/75 between the Assistant 
Attorney General, J. Stanley Pottinger, and his staff and the 
Director of the FBI and his staff, a question arose concerning 
Martin Luther King's alleged moving from one hotel or motel to 
another hotel or motel in Memphis, Tennessee, prior to his murder 
on W68. 

Attached is a letterhead memorandum (LHM) setting forth 
an inquiry including a review of all appropriate Bureau files 
regarding a proposal made in memorandum G. C. Moore to Mr. W. C. 
Sullivan dated 3/29/68 in connection with the counterintelligence 
program wherein it was recommended that information be made 
available to a cooperative news media soiorce showing King to be 
a hypocrite. This was to be based on the fact that when violence 
broke out during a march led by King in Memphis, Tennessee, on 
3/28/68, he disappeared. There was a first class Negro hotel 
in Memphis, the Hotel Lorraine, but King chose to hide out in y 
a white owned and operated Holiday Inn Motel (also known as the 
Rivermont Motel). The LHM will reflect and document the fact 
that although a notation appears on the memorandum that it was , ^ 
"handled" there Is no information available to reflect tha^^^^^ < 
actually given to a cooperative news source* VH^H||^ 
(retired), who placed the notation "handled" TiM 
document, absolutely has no recollection of this matter nor can^ 
he state 'whether or' not the information^i^as disseminated. -^ 

REG-88 y^.yp .. /oL ^ /O 

The time elements as documented In this LHM would 
preclude the proposal contained in the 3/29/ 68 me morandum of 
having any affect upon King's choice of a mo^r*ln*\fhieli.iLo reside. 

RECOMMENDATION: ^UL 29 1975 



wa 



ver 





cse. 



A That the attached LHM along with attachments -be.:; 

(\disseminated to the Department. ^ 



CO 



— J or f— 
^ uj <c 

«c 3: a 



.4 



HAN:cah (6) 





ROUTE m Ms^VELOPE 



Y 



AlllNfORNIATIONCONJAWQ) 
•HlEREIN IS UNCLASSlFia . 

i^ii \^xn^ 



DR. IUSIIR LtllHER EHIG, JX. 
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1 - J. B. Adams 
1 - W. R. Wanna n 
1 - D. Ryan 
1 ^ J. 6, Oeegan 

July 18, 1975 

1 • H, A. Newmazi 



^1 



The following Infonaatlon is sulisitted regarding tht 

teekgroimd leading up to the proposed action recomended in 
ia«!K>randm G» C* Hoore to Ur. W. C* Sullivan dated liarch 29* 
1968, captioned "Oounterintelligence Program. Black llationalist- 
Bate Groiips, Racial Intelligence 9 (Martin Luther 2Clng)«" 
(copy attached) 

This memorandum recomended that information be 
furnished to a cooperative news media source by the Crime 
Records Division of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
shoving King as a hypocrite. This vaa to be based on the fact 
that when viol «i ee broke out during a inarch led by King in 
Meaphi8| Tetmessee* on Kerch 28, 1968, ha disaupeared* There 
was a first class uegro hotel in Memphis, the Hbtel Lorraine^ 
but King chose to hide out in a white owned and operated 
Holiday Inn Ifotel (also Imown as the Blvanoont Hotel)* 

A notation on the above referred to meoorandon ; — 
indicate d that the recoramendatio n was "handled" on Amrii 3, 
1968, by^MBHj^HHHHH of the Crime Records Division* 
(see notation on menorandtm dated March 29 1 1968, attached) 

^ way of background it shoiild be noted that at about 
6 p.m* on April ^» 1968, while standing on second floor balcony 
outside room 3O6 of the Hotel Lorraine, lleophiS) Tennassee^ ' 
King was shot and killed* - ^ 



Meniphis teletype dated April 2 9 1968 ^ reflects that 
King and other Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
officials were due to arrive in Mmphie at lOilST aeZQe on 
.„;rApril 3i 1968, via Eastern Airlines from Atlanta • (copy of 
AD jfenphis teletype dated April 2| 1968, attache^) 

Attt. Dir.: 14.. 



Afttec. Dir 
D«p. AD 



€«.,.$,.. _ After King's death, an Interview %dth Reverend Ralph 

e,,. _Davld Abernathy, a close associate of King, reflected that he 



*^iy'*-oxA King registered into, the Hotel Lorraine in Memphis, 



Ifiipectlen 
Lab*ff*t«*y 



call 

HANicaU ^) 



4>, 



■>\-vv':: 




SEE NOTE FAGS 




Or* Martin Luth«r Kloci Jr* 



Tetmess^e^ at about 10t30 a.m. on April 3« X968, (Inforaatlon 
contained In report of SA Jo* C. Beetar datad April 17 • 1968 , 
Hemphla, captioned "UI7SUB, aka, Brie Starvo Gait) tt al«f CItH 
Rights" page See attached FI>-302 reflecting laterviev vith 
Beyerend Ralph Z)ayld Abemathy)* 

Ver further background regarding the basis of this 
proposal Atlanta teletype dated March 28} 1968 » captioned 
"Martin Luther King, Jr., SM^C* vith second caption **Sanitatio& 
Workers Strike. Heaphis, Tennessee < Racial Matters" reflects 
that on Har^ 1968, King and other 8CLC i>eople vera in 
room 601, Holiday Inn, HesphiSi Teonssseey at ht^O p»m* Ceopy 
of Atlanta teletype attached) 

A Memphis telet3rpe dated March 29, 1968, captioned 
"Sanitation Workers Strike, Memphis* Tennessee, Racial Matters'* 
refleots that Sing^partielpated in ihe march of sanitation 
vorkers on March 28, 1968, When violence erupted including 
the breaking of vindoys and looting by the laarchers, Eing and 
a fev associates ran to a nearby ear and left the mar^ 
proceeding to Rivei^ibnt Hotel vhere they romlned through the 
afternoon and evening* (copy of Ksmj^s teletype atta^ed) 

On July 17, 1975> tfHHBHHHIBBi^ after lb l(fJ 
having had all the facts set out above reviewed vith him 
inoludins the fadt his notation of ^'handled" appeared tti the 
March 29 1 1968, mSboranduoi, advised that he has absolutely no 
jrecollection of this neraorandum and ean tmhesitantly state 
/that he eannot nov-recaU vhether or not proposed Information 
jivas ever dlsseniinated to any news media source* He Indicated 
^^that his notation "handled" vould not necessarily mean that 
N^khe did disssialnate this infonaation* In explaining this be 
stated that the notation could mean that he vas merely clearing - 
this document through C^ime Records Divisipi and at this late 
date there vould be absolutely no vay that he could make any 
positive statements as to vhether or not the iuronoation 
reeomended vas ever disseminated to a news media souroe* 

From the above recorded sequence of ^ents as 
reflected in various communications ld©ntifle.(?^bove, it is 
evident that King retxiroed to Memphis, Tei^Sies^ee, from Atlanta 



Dr* Martin lather Kln^t Jt» 



on April 3, 1968, and checked Into tha Ebt«l Lorrala« tt 
approzlBiatdly 10 130 a.m* The notation Indicating that th« 
proposed fumlshini; of inrormation to the news media vts 
''handled'* on April 3» 1968, vould, of cottrse, preeluile any 
euch Infomation from appearing in the press prior to King's 
cheeking into the Hotel Lorraine at approziaately 10:30 a.m. 
on AprU 3, I96B. 

A review of appropriate files maintained at FBI 
Headquarters fails to reflect any newspaper article which 
oo'old have heen an outgrowth of the proposed recommendation 
contained in the G, C« Moore nmrandun to Kr« W. C* Snllivan 
dated March 29f 1968. 

A review of the "Memphis Commercial Appeal" for the 
^j>eriod March 28 to April V, I968, maintained on microfilm in 
t^the Library of Congress failed to reflect any article which 
>%iwo\ild appear to he an outgrowth of the proposed recocmendation 
^contained in G« C. Moore memorandum to Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
ydated March 29, 1968. References were noted indicating that 
;4 i^ing held a press conference at the Holiday Inn Rivermont 
Motel on March 29t 1968, 



Enclosures (5) 



NOTE t 

See memorandum J. G, Deegan to Mr. W, R, Wannall 
dated 7/18/75 > captioned as above, prepared by HAN/cah, 



FROM 



Mr. W. C, SulliVakP 



G» C« Moore/ 



T«U. Pc-r 
Holmes ^— 
Ccndy . 



DATE: March 29, 1968 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED : , ^ ^ 

^ DATE^jL^m^BYS^^y?!!^ 

•^•JR:'*" '-COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM / ^ 7* J^ /^ // 
.3LACK NATIONALIST - HATE GROUPS 'F* f VG^ 2) I >:3i- (/ 

JIACIAL INTELLIGENCE y\ ^ ^ 

(MARTIN LUTHER KING) / 



5^ 



purpose ; 
Xing. 



To publicize hypocrisy on the part of Martin Luther 



BACKGROUND : 

Martin Luther King has urged Negroes in Memphis, 
Tennessee, to boycott white merchants in order to force 
^omplinnce with Negro demands in the sanitation workers* 
strike in M«^pfais« 

When violence broke out during the march King led 
in Memphis on 3~28-68, King disappeared. There is a first 
class Negro hotel in Memphis, the Hotel Lorraine, but King 
chose to hide out at the white owned and operated Holiday Inn 
Motel. 

RECOMMENDATION t 

The above facts have been included in the attached 
b!Lind memorandum and it is recommended it be furnished a 
cooperative news media source by the Crime Records Division 

/for an item showing King is a hypocrite. This will be done on 
[a highly conf identxal basis. 
Enclosure yr 
TJD:ted , ^ A / ^ 
(7) T>^ d/-// 
1 - Mr. C. D. DeLoach nf P ofi / 
1 - Mr. T. E. Bishop - .Rtw"^"*'/. ^ - /^'^-^ 
1 - Mr. W, C, Sullivan '\) J. y, 

1 - Mr. G. C. Moore ^Qr- 



Deakin 



I 1 - Mr. D. Ryan (Mass Media) 
I 1 - Mr. T. J, 

1 \ ^ 

V. :T^^^^d(^l 




1^. 



* • 4 jl - . . 

-I . } ; March 29, 1968 



DO AS I SAT, NOT AS I DO 



Martin Luther King,' during the sanitation workers' 
Strike in Memphis^ Tennessee, has urged Negroes to boycott 
downtown white merchants to achieve Negro df»mands« On 3-29-68 
King led a march for the sanitation workers. Like Judas leading 
lambs, to slaughter King led the marchers to violence^ and when 
the Violence broke out^ King disappeared* 

The fine Hotel Lorraine in Memphis Is owned and 
patronized exclusively by Negroes but King didn't go there 
from his hasty exit* Instead King decided the plush Holiday 
Inn Motel, white owned, operated and almost exclusively white 
patronized, was the place to "cool it«" There will be no 
boycott of white merchants for King, only for his followers. 



K FDl VJASH »C 




FBI r»e/<pHis 

OORjIk^^CENT SAB 
FROM rt£/»JPHI5 157-1092 



I? 



SANirAriON WORKERS STRIKE. MEMPHIS, 7 EN H., -342% ^ 



^ OH ApftlL TWO, MIMETEEW SIXTY EIGHT, LT. E. ARK1«, WErtPHlS 
P^. XJ!5P£CTI0NAL bureau, ADVISED THAT THE FUMERAL OF UHRY PAYrfE, /9 



i 



SEVE*/TE6M YEAJ^ OLP NEGRO VHO WAS SHOT BV MEMPHIS PD OFFICER j^./'.' 
AFTEH STORE LOOTDtG CaOWING OUT OF MARCH TWENTY EIGHT RACIAL 
DISTURBANCE, MEMPHIS, WAS HELD, WITHOUT INCIDENT, AT CLAYBORjfJ '1/ Ml' 
TEMPLE, MEh^'HIS. ABOUT FIVE HUNDRED IM /vtTEMDAHCE DESPITK FACT 
CHURCH CAll S£AT TWENTY flVC HUNOI^EO. BODY IMTERRED IMMEDIATELY 
I iAFTEa ru^ERAk. ARKIN ADVISED THAT ANOTHER SANITATION • 

WflRKERS SYMPATHY MARCH IS'^CHEOUIED FOR ObWNTOWN MEMPHIS AFTERNOON 

n OF miL TWO. / JJ^IJ^ - 

\ 'NOT RECOHDK^ * 

L^j EASTERN AIRLINES ADVISED ON APRIL TWO Tt^ ^1.^^ .gNA^p*) LUTHER 

-KING, JR., AAP SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE CSCLO AIDES 



f^ALPH D. A8EI^^/ATHY, BERNARD LEE, AND ANDREW M. Y0UN6 DUE TO ARRIVE 
rtEMPHlS T EM FIFTEEN APRa THREE, FROM ATLANTA. 

1 . ^h/i^:t^ ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED _ 

¥a.ci^de4---ut«i^v^^ej-^^^ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIEE) Xj, 

P ADTJI '^1QRft4. V^ . - -. ~ 




OK hBKlL TWO A SOURCE ADVISED THAT AT A FKESS CONFERENCE AT 
CLAY60RN TEMPLE, APRIL TWO. RE^. JESSS JACKSOld OF SCIC^S "OPERATION 
.dRE/>D 6ASKCT." REV. S. B. KYUS OF HETROPOLITA^I BAPTIST CHUHCM, 
NENPHIS. Alfe f^EV. EDWARD L. BROWd , MT. PIS6AH CME CHURCH, ADVISED 
TKAt WITH SCLC PERSOKHEL IN MEWPKIS THAT MI6KTLY MASS STMKE 
SUPPORT tlECTINfiS WILL 6E RESUMED, TKE FIRST AT MASON TEMPLE Ott 
KICHT OF APRIL THREE WITH KINS AS FEATURED SPEAKER. THEY SAID 
MASS n/^CK WILL &E HELD FRIDAY. APRIL FIVE, AND THAT THEY WILL 
Have school CHIlDftCN FARTICIrATE SI»C£ MAi^CKItiS VITK >.ARTI%' LUTKS^ 
KIK6. J»»., THE GREATEST LIVieiG AMERICAN," WOULD BE WORE EDUCATIONAL 
THAI/ 8EING IN SCHOOL. WHEN ASXED 3Y PRESS IF KING WOULD PERSONALLY 
maCK, JACKSON SAID XING HlfiHT NOT HARCH. HE DID NOT ELABORATE. 
¥H€U ASKEO IF SCLC GROUP WOULD VIOLATE A POSSIBLE iNJUfilCTIOIir 
ACAINST* THEIR PiARCHlNG, JACKSON SAID "THE WHITE NAN HAS ALREADY 
ENJOINED THE BLACK tIAN TO THE GHETTO AND THE WtlZTE mu DOESN'T 
MEED TO VALIDATE IT. BY SENDING liS A PIECE OF PAPEJI." KYLES SAID T)»E 
PRQBLEn FACINC flEflPHIS IS NOT rtlLITANT &LACK YOUTH BUT IS 
"mm RACSSfl." JACKSON DESCRIBED OPERATION BREAD BASKET AS ilASSlVE 
EWD Pr)6E TWIO , . 
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Dnrn'ro mc. all oR.ct.s i« hi«o .r^EA to cease selling hakt's 

ftREW, WOUPbH swcnf, ™ - - 

» TW«e.flA«S 00 NOT HlUe SOFnCIEUT HUnSER OF wecnoEs. 

. «.n rw« LT.. »HKii ««SED T«*r HEWHjs eny or«ci»us are 
consioerwg seeking » coonr iko««ctip« .rohibiti^ ahv «»ss h»«ch 

BY PR »« I«JU«CI10« SfECirriMS COHMTIOM UWER VHICH A «ARCH 

COUUO «KE PLACE AN, AtSO CO»S«ERI«. MSUWTIOH OF A CURFEU »«0 
rtftCWC SrtlKE SUPPORT LEAM« WtK » PEACE AND FWAHCIAU 

• ABKIK ftPVlSES THAT REMAIWER OF TEH#ESME llATIOtlAL GUARD, 

«ITU WEfTlOH OF CHE BATTEflX COHSISTINS Of iwo nvn.. — 

THREE OFFICERS AND «E« OF THE MEMPHIS COARP I-NIT. HAVE LEFT MERFHIS. 

^^MnriifTAti UofiKCHS AND SYWPATKllERS 

AT THREE ZERO FIVS Pn. jhi'^^-^*-" 

PEPflRTEO aAYMR« TEMPLE CARRYING PLACARDS FOUOWING THEIR USUAL 

_ erticrr MftftTM ON WAIK TO CITY HAU.. HO 

INCIPENTS REPORTED. 

L^it^ Tni ' ri^-:: . p . CUD • 

c;.i • 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ^ 

dL April 8. 1968 

Reverea d IULP|LJJAV1^D?, AEEHXATHY,_690JL2^.rne , Jl^, 

Atlanta , Georilir^^s icterVi6«'dd'~3;t the Hsaphls Police Department 
mt " 1 0T55 p.ai; April 4. 1963* Reverend AHERNATHY was advised of 
the Agent^s l.deatity and of the nature of the matter under investiga- 
tion, j 

I 

Reverend AB£RXA73Y^ who described himself as Vice President 
mt Large and Treasurer oi the Southvsrn Christian Leadership 
Conference, stated he was Dr. KARTIN LUTKER KING, JR.^s closest 
associate and stated that he and Dr« X2:;g always shared a room 
whenever they travelled together* He stated that at about 10:30 a.m 
on April 3» 1968 « he and Dr« KIKG registered at the Lorraine Motel, 
IfsphiSi Tennessee* 

Reverend ABERKATKY stated that on April 4, 1968, he and Dr. 
KIKG did not leave the taotel and spent most of the day in their 

He stated that he and Dr* KING had been gone from their room for 
approximately one hour or less when they returned to the room at 
about 5:30 p«m« He said they got dressed as they were going to 
dinner at the home of Reverend BILLY KYLE and that at almost exactly 
6 p«m« they started to leave the room. Reverend ABERNATHY stopped 
for a moment and Dr. KING walked out onto the balcony just outside 
the door to his room. Reverend ABIRNATKY was still inside the 
motel room but could hear Dr. KING discussing the dinner engagement 

with other a.ssoGl9.±fis whq Reverend ABrRYATHY helieves vere standing 

■ — — - — ' ~- — — — — — — — ' " — — ' — ■■" ^ ' — — — — — — - — — — — — — — ^ - — — — — — - " — - - - 

In th9 parking area of the motel underneath and to the front of the 
balcony on which Dr. KIKG was standing. 

* 

Reverend AEERKATHY stated he heard vhat sounded like a fire- 
cracker and then heard the screiims of persons to whom Dr. KING had 
been talking. Reverend AEERNATHY vent then to the balcony and dis- 
covered Dr. KING lying there wo'Jiz^ded in the right side of the face 
and neck. He said he be.lieved Dr. KIKO attempted to speak to him 
but vas unable to do so: Reverend A3ERKATEY said he instructed 
someone to cal'l an ambulance and then acconpanied Dr. KING in the 
ambulance to the hospital vhere Dr. subsequently died. 
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On 4/4/68 at Memphis. Tennessee ^png « iCemphia 44-1987 



by SA JOE C. HE STIR: bn Oate dictated 4/8/68 

This document contaim neither recommendatioiw nor eonclustoae of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ml >■ loaned 



VB #44-1897 

Reverend AEERNATHT stated tbat Ju^lng from the sound 
of the noise it appeared that the shot came from directly in 
front of the door and not from any great distance. He stated 
h9 did not observe ccy thing that i?ould indicate who fired the 
shot. Reverend ABERKATHT also stated that Trhile they were in 
the motel room Dr, KIK3 did not, to bis knowledge, receive any 
telephone calls of a threatening nature or calls front persons 
Who would not identify themselves. Reverend ABERNATHY said 
Dr« KING had not feared that any particular persons might 
harm him and Reverend ABBRNATEY ws.s unable to suggest any 
guspeets or to provide any other information which might 
Msist in identifying Dr. KXNG^s killer. 
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Mr. T'-:?in -i 

J.!:, r^ l.-a.ii _ 
Mr. !.! '.v 





>:r. 5:i..'. .p 

, J.!r. f:v l>-r 



||?>nPW URGENT 3-25-6S ARK 

DIRECTOR (102-106670) AND ^£^3PHIS 
FRDII ATLANTA (100-5586)' 

o 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., SH-C. 



iANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, HEHPHIS, TENNESSEE. RM. 



; V\*\ (*-n :-*JUll \ 

\ Mr. C.'Jtr;; I j 

i Krit \ 
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>{r. TiMVT 
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.M-* II. .!:v,9 

M:m Candy 
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PAGE THREE 



I FOREGOIKG INFORMATION TELEPHONICALLY FURNISHED MEMPHIS MARCH 



TWENTYEI6HT, SIXTYEIGHT, 



RECEIVED: U;39PM RM 



1 





TOMT^cTOR ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED'^^^^^ •'^'^'^ 

SRbM MEiPHis (157-1094) HFRFIN IS IINOLASSIFIEO 



I 



SASITATIOH UORKEHS STRIKE, MET'IPHIS, TENNESSEE, -f^K-T ^^^'^^ 
'A RE MEMPHIS TELS, MARCH TWENTY EIGHT, KIKETEEM SIXTY EIGHT. r5> >^,.^'^ 

15 - _ _ _ <iSt I". 

■"/O FOLLOWi:^S IS SUMKARY OF HAi?CK TWENTY £1QHT ACi lVlTi!i.5; 

. OK ^^ARCK TWENTY EIGHT, LT. S. H. ARXIK, INSPECTIONAL BUREAU, 



MFMPHTS Pm TCE DEPT^ fiDVTSED THAT THE ^5ASS MARCH TO BE LED BY 
REV. ^jARTIW LUTHER KING, JR., IN SUPPORT OF SANITATION WORKERS 



STARTED AT AROUMD ELEVEK AM CST WITH ESTIMATED FIVE T9'siX '/^It/^ 



THOUSAND WORKERS, MANY OF WHOM WERE NEGRO TEENAGERS. MARCH 
STARTED' AT CLAYBORS T£?1PLE, LOCATED HEART OF NEGRO AREA, AND ^^-^r^^^ 
KING JOINED MARCH AFTER IT PROGRESSED ONE BLOCK. HE WALKED WITH 
MARCHERS TO VICINITY BEALE AND MAIN STREETS, MADE NO SPEECHES 

TIME KE REACHED ABOVE POINT R/JIPAST BREAKING OF STORE WINDO'JS ' * 
AND LOOVIKG WAS BEING PERPETRATED; 3 Y- KARCKERS, WHEREUPON KnvG'"* 
AND A ASSOCIATES RAK TO A NEARBY CAR AND LEFT MARCH, PROCEEDd^ 

TO RIVE7a'jC.jT MOTEL WHERE THEY RZMAIt^ ED. THROUGH AFTERNOON AND 

• .'•:»•".?• / • -'■ 

i EVENING. ■ =-r"{iOOS, POLICE HAD BROKEN UP CROWD, BEING FORCED TO USE /f / 

TEA^GAS, E'J? SPORADIC LOOTIfCG HAS CCKTINUED THROUGH AFTESKOOia 

f .1 . .. ^.^^^ 



^ . ,^i;^.td Attornsy General. I?at o=>^/^> • Tt^O^ -RECORDro .^^^^ -,r.i.?'^^ 

70 APR 121968 ' - 



PAGE TWO 



/ 



AKO EVENING, PRIMASILY COSFIHED TO SOUTH CSETRAL AREA^.e^lEi-lPKIS, 
■.A PREDOKIKAWTLY NEGRC AHEA, ^^KARY TARGET OF LOOTERS BEING 
UeU5«5^T0RES AND SMALL GROCERIES. 

TEKWESSSE STATE LEGISLATURE TODAY PASSED CURFEW BILL, WKICK 
WAS IKVCXEC3Y MEMPHIS KAYOR HENRY LOEB, EFFECTIVE SEVER PM, 
J AND THIRi Y FIVE HUNDRED TENNESSEE KATIOKAL GUARDSMEN FROM MEMPHIS 
'and west TEMKESSSe'aRE CUHHittrfLY OH DUTY IS MEMPHIS OPEHAIIi:? A3 
TACTICAL UNITS, BEING ACCOKPASIED ^'S THEIR PATROLS BY REPRESENTATIVES 
OF MEMPHIS PD« 

SCHEDULED MASS RALLY TO FEATURE KCV.h NIGHT OF MARCH TWENTY 
EIGHT CAKCZLED. AT TWELVE KIDKIGKT, MARCH TWENTY EIGHT, THREE 

hundred^'arrests, Primarily relating to looting and curfew violations 
have been made by police dept* four individuals 

HAVE BEEN SHOT, ONE OF THESE, A SIXTEEN YEAR OLD BOY, WAS KILLED 
IN ACT OF LOOTING A STORE.. THREE OTHERS WERE SHOT, TWO BY 
POLICE OFFICERS AND ONE BY A STOREKEEPER WHILE LOOTING, NONE 
SERIOUSLY INJURED. 



B.KmBaEE;>.«.ED TO tEAVE ^^^^^^ 

„«H ElOHT. KI«E ZEBO ASO EE'S m^HT 

•-^-f TWTS ALSO UHA^--- i 
^'V " „.«.H TWEm «1HE DUE TO 



ZERO THREE pa EST. ^ ^^^^ DUE TO 

— "'^ Po"" -PECTO. 3. P. T.E. 

ARRIVE BAUIMORE SEV.N FOR Y ^^^^ „ 

r mURE P.A..S «.K.0«» AT PHESE^T 
TIBE. P. ._^^?i;-2fG»Tt-»W=T-««>-t-ES 

.DEPi.-i«D'y°"«'^''^l^L^,r^-o^^^^^^^^ 
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Date of Mail 6/13/75 



Has been removed and placed In the Special File Room of Records Section. 



See File 66-2554-7530 for authority. 



Subject JUNE MAIL MARTIN LU THER KING, JR. 

Removed By 79 JUN 5 0^975 



File Number 100-106670 




't. 

Permanent Serial Charge Out 

DOJ/PM 
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aiONCOMTWNED 

nY_5i'rfii''— 



June 11, 1975 




lod Hhc ?o—3%3 



This will acknowledge yotu: Freedom of Infomation 
Act request dated Hay 30th» 

In response to your request, please be advised that 
in order to preserve the privacy of all individuals that may 
be the sxabject of similar inquiries, it has been necessary for 
the FBI to maintain the practice of not indicating whether we 
do or do not have information in our files pertaining to the 
subject of your inquiry • Concerning your request, the heirs of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr, , hold his right to privacy as well 
as their own. 

In the event you are able to obtain notarized 
authorization from Dr. King's heirs directing us to release to 
you any info mat ion our files may contain concerning him, we 
shall thereafter search our files and advise you accordingly. 

Since we have not conducted a search of our files, 
please do not infer that we do or do not have the information 
you requested* 



D«p. AO k4m. 
Aklt. Dir.: 




MAILED 7 

JUN121975 



Sincerely yours # 

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 



4 • The Deputy Attorney General - Enclosure \J 
Attention: Susan H. Hauser 



5 '^tj|^ I975 ^ 



- I 

^ MAIL ROOM 




TELETYPE UNI' 




OFO ! UTS O 



orrtoNAk foum mo. to 

UNITED STATES GOviRNMENT 

9 W 



Memorandum 0 



FOIA UNIT FBI date: June 4, 1975 
Sus an M. Hausey^ty 

Staff Assistant j£>the / / ^ 

Deputy Attorney General D 7 (j^ 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT REQUEST - 



Enclosed herewith is a request under the freedom of 
Information Act, 5 U.S^C. 552, for access to copies of all 
reports relating to the sex life of the late Rev. Martin Luther 
King» Jr* 



Pursuant to 28 CFR # 16,5 which took effect on February 
19, 1975, the responsible division shall, within ten working 
days , either comply with or deny a request for records unless 
unusual circumstances warrant an extension of time* 

In cases where additional time is required, extensions 
shall be granted by the head of the division in increments 
of five days or less . The requester should be notified of 
the reasons for the time extension and the date on which 
a determination is expected « 

If the request is denied, the requester should be in- 
formed by the head of the responsible division of 1) the 
exemption (s) authorizing the withholding of the records , 
2) how the exemption applies to the record withheld and, 
where relevant, a brief explanation of why discretionary 
release is not appropriate, 3) the name and title of the 
person (s) responsible for the denid, and 4) his right of 
administrative appeal within 30 days to the Attorney 
General and the availability of judicial review there- 
after. 

Copies of all acknowledgements, extension notices, 
and responses should be forwarded to my office, Room 4212. 



Buy U.S\ Savings Bonds Kegul 



'tarty on tht Payroll Savings Plan 



CNi:uisuRi 



k'ttoney General 
Departaent of Juetiee 
Vaahiagton, DC 20530 



Sir} 



^ Itosuant to the Freedoa of Infoimation Act r»« 
aaended), please supply me with coplee^ a?? t^lStl 

^ Siaoe Her. Xing ia dead, thera la no ijiinaeior^'hia 



Sincerely yours. 




ALL INFGR:;AT!:N C0NTAIN£0 
HEREIN IS Ui^CLASSifiQ) 



4^ 
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/ 



A«>*«. Oif 

D«^. AO Ad«. 
D«f. AO M*. 



ALL INFCRMATIO:^ CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

Your recent letter, vlth eiiclo6i3tre« vae received ^ 
on May 19th* 

In response to your request for date in our files 
concerning Dr. Kartin Luther King, please be advised that in 
order to preserve the privacy of ell Individuals who My be 
the s\ibject of similar requests, it has been necessary for 
the FBI to maintain the practice of not indicating vhether ve 
do or do not have information in our files pertaining to e 
particular Individual. The revelation that a name does or 
does not appear in an Investigatory file could interfere with 
the ability of the FBI to carry out its investigative functions 
by possibly indicating the nature of en investigation or the 
names of the informants or subjects* 

For your information in the event you are able to 
obtain a notarized authorization letter from Dr« King^s widow 
granting her approval to release any information we might be 
Jia>le to furnish you regarding her late husband, a search of 
our central records will then be conducted. Submission of 
this letter should not be interpreted as a guarantee that 
you will be furnished all of the material, if any, you 
-rcKiuested; however, upon receipt of this document, your request 
2will be hind'^ed under the provisions of the Freedom of Xnfor-* 
mation Act, Title 5, United States Code, Section 552* 




«- The Deputy Attorney General - Enclosure 
Attention: Susan M* Hauser 







t«««1 Cmm. 




NOTE NEXT PAGE 



01^ 



PE UKIT CI3 




A 

PO : UTa o • sM- 



with respect to your request to meet with FBI 
officials vho played a part in the civil rights movement to 
obtain their views and comotnents in this regard, Z regret that 
this vill not be possible in view of the confidential nature 
of our investigations and the pressure of official business. 

Sincerely yours , 

Clarence KelXey 
Director 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of co rrespondent , 
pairagraph of reply coordinated with SA^Hljjjj^^HH 
General Investigative Division* ^^^^^^^m 



Last 
of the 



Prance 



to: 

The Honorable Clarence Kelley 
Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D*C^ 



Sir, 

I am an Ass istant -Prof essor with the University 
de Paris III - Sorbonne Nouvelle. Over the past ^ars, I have been 
engaged in research on the late Br Martin Luther King, working to- 
wards a French "Thfese de Doctorat d'Etat"* Thanks to~"the assistance 
of the American Council of Learned Societies, I shall spend the 
Summer in the United States, pursueing-my research^ 

It is my understanding that the recent "Freedom 
of Information Act ""has made some of the-P.B^I. files accessible to y 
scholars for research purposes. I would therefore be most thankful / 
if you could allow me to peruse the files the Biireau has on Dr King,/ 
I would also Kery much like to meet with F^B.I. officials who had 
to play a part in the Civil Rights Movement, in order to have their 
views and comments on what happened • 

As proof of my^ quality, I enclose a photostat of 
the A.C.L.S. letter notifying me' of their grant* I shall be at your 
disposal for further information, if necessary. 

Would you kindly sent the reply to my home address 
at your early convenience. 
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>h>ir 37, UTS 





Soaorable Stuart SyBilnatoa 
Onited States S«natft 
KashingtoQ* D. C. 20519 



I>«ar 8«nfttor Syclngton* 

I hm received ypur coomanlcatlon of May Ifth, 
•ItJi encWro, regarding lft£ox«attoR la our fllea ooa- ' 
curnlng th. lato Dr. Martin Ltithar King, Jr. Wth ragarfl to 
your requcat. it 1. o«r j>oalUon not to o««eat to third 
P«tle. reg«:^l«g ^ ^.^or^, ^ ^^^^ 

conatltut^ an unwarrant«.d invaalon of tha par«,nai prlT.t^ 
of Dr. King's heirs. 

Slnoeraly ycura, 

Clarenea H. Xellay 
Diraetor 

1 - Kansas City - Enclosures (2) 
X - St. Louis - Enclosures (2) 
1 - Legal Analysis Office - Enclosures (2) 

S?r?'n4^L^^^*^''^^ ^« anonymous, 
rlth Division 11, POIA Unit. 



WPH:rcl (8) 



^V^- *«spae»ia« 

■V littal I 

^■'.'f.tT LaWatary 

-:: Plaa, 

r • Spa( 

t,o 

Lege _ 
Talaphoaa Rw. 
; Oiractor s«c> MAIL ROOM 



""i^ljtfr 11975 




Response coordinated 



ETYPE UNIT I I 




May 19, 1975 



QlCmieb ^iaUa ^cnaU 

We would appreciate any comment you would care to make oti 
the attaiphed letter which is representative of several j 
we hav^^ecelved about alleged FBI records on Dr. Martin t 
Luther King, Jr. f 



Respectfully referred to 

Mr# Clarence Kelley, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 



for such consideration as the communication 
herewith submitted may warrant, and for a report 
thereon, in duplicate ^606666666!^^ 



By directicm of 



As toe* Dir. 

Dftp. AD Adm. ^ 
D«p. AD Inv. 

Asst. Dir.: 
Admin. . 




Inspection 
Intsll 



Laboratory 

Uogol Coun. 

Pton.&Evol. 

Spec. Inv. 

Training 



Tele phono Rm. 

Director Sec*y ^ 







i 1 



April 24, 1975 



Senator Stuart Symington 

Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C, 

Dear Senator Symington: 

I am shocked by the resolution of the Senate to honor Martin 
Luther King^ and make a National Holiday of his birthday. The 
FBI records show that Mr. King was a professional agitator who 
deliberately increased racial strife injuring both negroes and 
white people. He used known Cominunist agents as his closest 
advisors^ including his secretary^ Bayard Eustin (an identified 
Communist)^ and he raised large amounts of money for the Communist 
Party, 

I oppose this proposal and would like to know what stand you have 
taken on* it* Thank you. 
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.NICK pORRQCKf R EPORTEH— 
NEfTYORK TIMES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 
INFOltdATION CONCERNING 
MARTIN LUTHER KING 

Nick Horrock, reporter, "New York Times", 
Wash:^ngton, D. C., contacted my office this date to 
advice that the "Neut^York Times* would publish a story 
aboutS Martin Lut herifing and the Bureau's COINTELPRO in 
their, Sunday papg r 3/ 9 /7 5 , 

He advised that they had information that in the 
fall of 1963, the Bureau had a national security electronic 
surveillance approved by President Kennedy on Martin Luther 
King's room at the Willard Hotel in Washington, D. C. , and 
that this electronic surveillance produced information of an 
embeurrassing nature concerning King. He further advised that 
in the fall of 1964, King was critical of former Director 
J. Edgar Hoover for having too many southern Agents in the 
south investigating civil rights cases and this criticism 
upset Hoover. He said Hoover had the Bureau Laboratory make C^-" 
a copy of the above tape on King in a way that it could not /'y 
be traced and that Hoover sent a Division 5 Agent to Tampa, "^'v 
Florida, with this tape in an unmarked package and that the ( 
Agent mailed this tape from Tampa, Florida, to Mrs. King in 
Atlanta, Georgia. He advised that the "Times" has spoken to 
Mrs. King euid she acknowledged receiving this tape. 



I 

t 



a 



Horrock stated that one of the Department of Justice 
sources has claimed that this information is contained in 
Henry Peterson's report on COINTEL. He also furnished informatio 
on the following items that will appear in their story. 



p4 



1 - Mr. Moore 
1 -Mr. Wannall 
1 - Mr. B^ssett 
1 - Mr, Mint 2 
1 - Mr. Malmfeldt 
1 - Mr.Heim 
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Moore to Jenkins 

RE: NICK HORROCK, REPORTER 

NEW YORK TIMES r WASHINGTON, D» C* 



' In 1964, after Kin? had received the Nobel Peace 

, Prize and a banquet was held in Atlanta to honor him^ Hoover 

sent an Agent from Washington to speak to businessmen in 

Atlanta urging them not to attend** 

Hoover had Division 5 prepare a monograph on King's 
personnal life, and furnished copies to White House Officials, 
Department of Justice Officials and other Government Officials. 
When former President Kennedy saw this monograph he ordered 
them all to be destroyed. 

\ A former Bureau Agent in Atlanta has furnished infor- 

mation that he was ordered to obtain handwriting specimens on 
Andrew Young and Hosea Williams when they were employed by the 
Southern Christian Leadership Council, so that the Bureau's 
Laboratory forgery unit could make forged documents on these 
two men. 



Horrock stated that he has checked the Federal 
Communication Laws (FCC) in 1968, and that it is his under- 
standing that it is a federal violation to furnish information 
obtained from a wiretap to a third party. He advised he desired 
to obtain a statement from the Bureau by late today confirming 
or denying the above actions and whether Mr. Kelley feels there 
has been violations of a criminal nature involved in the 
handling of this type of information. 



RECOMMENDATIONS 



1. In view of thef act that Horrock has put his 
request in the context of coxNTELPRO that the Bureau not comment 
on Horrock 's article and that he be so advised. 



2« That the Intelligence Division upon reviewing the 
contents of this memorandum prepare suitable background material 
for the Director setting forth the true facts so that the 
Director will be in a position to respond to inquiries regarding 
these matters -from the Department and Congress. 
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SUBJECT: THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD pj^^p ^J ^'J^^ by" 



i^l. . . . ... .............. MARCH ,4, 1975 
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_^ .J 
r ^1 



SENATE 




Page S2991. Senator Bill Brock (R-Tennessee) stated, '1 hope 
the episode in our national history known as the Watergate affair is drawing 
to a close. The question which remains is, What have we learned? 
Columnist William Safire has written a remarkable article addressing 
itself to this question. " Mr. Safire's article entitled *How Far Do V/e 
Pursue Guilt for V/atergate?^' is set forth in the Record. This article 
questioned the cover up of certain information during the Watergate 
hearings. It goes on to state, ^'Perhaps now a Congressional committee 
will look into the surveillance of newsmen by L. B.J. Marvin Watson, 
hinted at and hushed up at the House Judiciary inquiry. Perhaps the 
Amerig^tn Civil Liberties Union will volunteer to represent Mrs. Martin 
Lutheij^inor^ Ji^ in a lawsuit against the F. B. L for illegally wiretapping 
her late husband. Mr. Safire also asked why Xj^^^X^^Rx^ ^aA^iWt, 
prosecuted for destruction of evidence, why former FBI Kg^r^ Wil 
Sullivan and Cartha DeLoach were not placed under oath "and aslcerl, thtf -^/^tjtjw 
kind of question that might embarrass FBI men currently in office^^OT REOOK 
Mr. Safire continued, "Perhaps the nation's interest in the unlav/fni uBftR 24 197! 
of the law will wane with the satisfying clank of prison gates behi nd the - ^ 
four men now pronounced guilty. I hope not. Revelation of embryomc 
activity in the sixties does not extenuate crimes of more recent vintage, 
but they will show us how pervasive and dangerous our unconcern has been. " 

Adjournment: Until Wednesday, March 5, 1975,^it_^12 noon. 

HOUSE 

Page H1374. Congressman Edward I. 
pointed out that 'The amendments to the Freedom of Information Acf are 





1 - Mr. Mintz - enclosure 
1 - Mr. Gebhardt - enclosure 
1 - Mi\ V/annall - enclosure 

vcs/ech ^ O^f-^^ 



1 - Mr. Cleveland - enclosure 

- Mr. Walsh - enclos'ire 
ji - Mr. Malmfeldt - enclo 



sure 



1 V ' cb^lTIKUED - OVER 
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Memorandum tc r. Adams 

Re: The CoMressional Record . . 

HOUSE - continued 

having an effect on some agencies which I believe to be contrary to 
congressional intent. Under new regulations promulgated by Federal 
agencies, one type of information that the agencies will be disclosing 
is correspondence with Members cfCbngress. I have recently received 
a letter from the Oiairman of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
advisii^ me that I could merely telephone their congressional liaison c -- if v^' ^.?^^^^^^ 
office if I wished to know the status of an application, rather than write a 
letter to that effect. If I understand the implication correctly, it is his 
recommendation that if I do not want my inquiry to appear with a given file, 

The purpose of my pointing this situation out is to make sure that 

the intent of the Freedom of Information Act is not evaded by any nonwritten 
communication to an agency. " He included his correspondence with the 
■ Chairman of the FDIC. ' : - ■^•:^->^f» ^>^>-.J-^.i,v:>:M^;^i>>.-^»^:.;H-. 

. ' ^ y ' 7 Adjournment: Until^ 1975, at 12 lioonl ; ' 

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 

Page E861. Congi-essv/oman Patricia Schroeder (D-Colorado) 
introduced for herself and other Members H. R. 4249, to amend title 5, 
United States Code, to guarantee to each employee in the competitive 
service who has completed the probationary or trial period, the right to 
a hearing, a hearing transcript, and all relevant evidence prior to a 
final decision of an agency to take certain action against such an employee. 
Mrs, Schroeder advised that the purpose of this measure "is to guarantee 
all employees in the competitive service a prompt evidentiary hearing 
by an impartial individual prior to the time that removal or suspension 

without pay is effective, As loi^ as Congress continues in its 

inaction. Federal employees will not be protected against arbitrary and 
capricious dismissal for speaking out. The public interest and pocketbook 
are badly served by stifling creative criticism from employees of our 
Government. " A copy of this bill will be obtained. 

Page E865. Congressman Joe L. Evins (D-Tennessee) extended 
his remarks concerning reports of alleged domestic spying activities by 
the CIA. He stated, "Recently Mr. William Colby, Director of the CIA, 
testified before a House Apprq)riations Subcommittee concerning domestic 
spying and wiretapping. He amended an earlier report filed with the 
committee tb change certain figures with respect to the number of telephone 
taps, files on public officials, and break-ins. The Nashville Tennessean in a 
recent editorial emphasized the dangers inherent in CIA activities in this Nption 
which exceed its statutory authority. " The editorial is set forth in the Record. 
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Memorandum to Mr, Adams ^ . ... . ..^ . . v, . ^ - • 

Re: The Congressional Record * ' . .. " \ 

• EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS « continued 

Page E868. Congressman Robert E. Bauman (R-Maryland) 
stated, "As all independent Americans should, the Baltimore News 
American has taken note of the concern expressed by the Director of the 
CIA, I^. \Wliiam E. Colby, regarding the pending congressional 
investigations of his and other intelligence agencies. It is my hope that ' ^ 
a Congress that was willing to abolish its own investigative unit aimed 
at subversion, the House Committee on Internal Security, will not 
now conduct a witch hunt against the agencies of Government who are 
charged with protecting our Nation. " The editorial entitled "A Warning 
To Heed" from the News American is iset forth in the Record; 

. .v^- ^v : pajg6s E881rE882. Congressnian John D. Dingell (D-Michigah) 
placed in the Record an address delivered by Johannes F. Spreen,. sheriff 
of Oakland County, Michigan. Mr. Dingell stated, *ilis comments 
effectively lay out the fashion in which the Nation should begin to combat ' 
crime. I believe the action suggested by Sheriff Spreen, vigorous 
enforcement of the law^ is far superior to removing firearms from the 
hands of lav/-abidii^ citizens." Sheriff Spreen pointed out that "Jn 
1938, J. Edgar Hoover spoke to the Detroit Economic Club. His subject 
was 'Lawlessness as a National Menace. * A few days ago Clarence Kelley, 
the current director of the F. B. L addressed the Detroit Economic Club 
on that very same topic, asking the question, *Can Crime Be Conquered?' 
Sad, isn't it, that 37 years later the problem still exists, to an even 
greater degree. " 

Pages E884-E885. Congressman Michael Harrington (D- 
Massachusetts) extended his remarks concerning the need for additional 
gun control laws. He cited FBI statistics regarding murder by guns. 
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Transmit th* following in 
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(Type in plaintext or code) 
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 

SAC, ATLANTA (100>5586) 

MARTIN LUTHER^^SnG . JR. 
SECURITY MATTERS - C 




Re Bureau telephone call to Atlanta, 3/10/75. 

A review of all pertinent files in the Atlanta 
Office fails to reveal any information indicating former 
SA ARTHUR L« H0RTA6H was instructed at any time to obtain 
handwriting samples of ROSEA WILLIAMS* A review of these 
files also fails to indicate any record that FBI Agents 
caused false fire alarms or harassing telephone calls to 
be made with intent toward embarrassing Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR, 




As a matter of information, attention 
ed to Atlanta airtel to the Director, 4/16/64, cap^bien^d 
"CP, USA, COUNTER-INTELLIGENCE PROGRAM (NEGRO QUESTION) 
IS-C (Bureau file 100-3-104-34) (Atlanta file 100-6621) 
and "CP, USA, NEGRO QUESTION, COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACI 
MATTERS, IS-C (Bureau file 100-3-116) (Atlanta file 100- ' 
6520-D)", which stated in con nection with a proposed anony- 
mous letter to be directed to IHHHHp^ care of the SCLC ^ 
Office in New York City, that several sheets of official 
SCLC stationery were available in the Atlanta Office* No 
information is available in the files of the Atlanta Office 
as to the acquisition of this stationery or the disposi- 
tion of it; however, SCLC stationery was not used inthi 
connection. y > ^i 
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Bureau 



/6() 



2 - Atlanta 



CTH:mlb 
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Memorandum 



TO 



FROM 



SUBJECT: 



MR. JENKINS 



J.J. HC DERMOTT 



DATE: 1/17/75 




'J 



RON KESSLER 

WASHINGTON POST 

INQUIRY CONCERNING PERSONAL FILES 
IN FORMER DIRECTOR HOOVER'S OFFICE 




0«^. AO Adm. 

D*p. AD In /. 
Avftt. Dir.: 

Admin. 

C<N>»p. $y«t 
. Ext. Affeira 

C«n. Inw. 

H»ti» 

Intpvcrlen 
Intall 



& Evot. 

S|w«. 

Lvgol Cmn. 
T«l«plion« ftm. 
D(f«ct*r S«e*y 



C^D. DeLoach, Vice President, Corporate Relations, 
PepsiCo, Purchase, New York, telephonically advised today that 
captioned individual has called him 3 or 4 times inquiring concerning 
alleged secret files in the Director/ s Office and tapes ^ghlighting 
bedroom conversations of the late Reverend Martin LutherTCing* 

DeLoach advised that he indicated to Kessler that he is 
sick and tired of false allegations that are being made regarding the 
Bureau and the late Director Hoover and there certainly must be better 
things the nevzs media can do than to pursue malicious rumors that 
have no basis in fact. 

DeLoach indicated that he acknowledged to Kessler that there 
had been tapes on Martin Luther King, He refused to divulge the con- 
tents of the tapes and advised Kessler in no uncertain terms that these 
tapes had never been played for anyone outside of the FBI and that 
included newsmen and other Government officials. Along this line of 
questioning, Kessler asked about "pornographic photographs" that the 
Bureau allegedly had of King which had been offered to nev7smen. 
DeLoach advised Kessler that we never had any photographs of this 
sort involving King and that if such photographs had existed, he 
would have known about them. 

With regard to the subject of "secret files" in the late 
Director Hoover •s office , DeLoach advised Kessler that in the interest 
of security, information that might have come to the attention of the 
Bureau concerning individuals of prominence was maintained in the 
Director's Office to preclude it being seen and the possible subject 
of discussion by young, inexperienced and cur ious file ^clerks, DeLoach 
cited, for example, the inves tigative file on ^■■■■■■■11^ 
connection with his ^HIHBl application for the position of Special 
Agent. DeLoach advised Kessler that the investigation was highly j^f M 

1 - Mr. Adams ' ' 

1 - Mr. Gebhardt 
1 - Mr. Wannall 
1 - Mr. McDermott 
1 - Mr. Helm 
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McDermott to Mr. Jenkins (cont'd.) 
Re: RON KESSLER 



xn- / 



favorable, however, whenSHj^ rose to prominence, the file was main- 
tained in the Director • sOrrTce to insure its security. In response 
to a direct question by Kessler, DeLoach advised that he was not aware 
of any file on Eleanor Roosevelt in the Director's Office or anywhere 
else. 

DeLoach said he emphatically advised Kessler that there 
were no "secret files" maintained on Senators or Congressmen in Mr. 
Hoover's office and pointed out to Kessler that he (Kessler) must 
have better things to do than to pursue a matter as ridiculous as 
this. 



RECOMMENDATION: 



For information. 
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JOHN BAERON 
READER'S DIGEST 
INQUIRY BY RON KESS'LER 
WASHINGTON POST 



Plan. & Ev«1. — 

Sp*c. Inv. 

Ttoining . 
L*fla) Cdwr. — 

0{r«ct«r Sac*r «^ 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINtD 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED v 

^ohn Barron of Rear ler's Digest called Quinn in my office at 2 p. m. 
1/15/75, to advise that he had just gotten off the phone with Ron Kessler of the 
'Washington Post" and that Kessler asked him if he (Barron) had ever been 
offered tapes reflecting bcdro;^ conversations of the late Reverend Martin 
Luther King by the FBI. Barron indicated that he advised Kessler that approxi- 
mately 10 years ago, while he (Barron) v/a.s associated with the "Washington 
Star" there were rumors that the FBI liad tapes on Martin Luther King of this 
nature and that he had contacted the Bureau regarding this rumor and, in this 
regard, specifically contacted then Assistan^to Uie Director C. D. DeLoach. 
According to Barron, DeLoach advised him that he would "neither aclaiov/ledge 
nor deny" that such tapes existed and refused to make any further comment 
1 regarding this matter. Barron said he advised Kessler that no tapes were evex 
played for him and that he (Barron) was never able to determine whether or not 
such tapes did exist. 

Barron advised that a few years ago one Robert Sherrill, at a 
seminar on tlio FBI, alleged tliat the late Director Hoover had the editors of 
Reader's Digest into his office and that he (Hoover) had played ^^<bs for these 



editors whj.cli reflected bedroom conversations of Martin Luther 



ng. 



Barron said that U was a fact that he and several oUier Reader's 
Digest officials had visited Mr. Hoover's office as Sherrill had alleged for 
the purpose of discussing doing'a bock on tlie FBI's civil rights activities in 
the south, a project v/hich was later undertalien by Don Whitehead entitled 
"AttacJt on Terror. " Barron advised th at the o?Tly mention made of Martin 
Luther King on that occasion wr.s regarding King's viciVtD Mr. Hoover's 
office in connection v/ith winch Hoover had indicated that he had refused to be 
"photographed with I^g. " Barron said there v/as no mention of tapes, ioimor 
activities on the part of I'«^ing, andjnojages were played f^rjhe Reader's 

1 - Mr. V/annall / ^ LU SI 

1 - Mr. Adams "^^"^^/gpORi 
1 •■ Mr. Gsbhardt , .f^ mSi't\ 

i t ; a, ^.-^Dermott (CONTINUED -OVER) - * « 



- 7^ - 



McDermott to Jen kins memorandum 
Re: "^ohn Barron 



^ iipes t people then or on any other occasion. Barron indicated jihat h e was 

Ire sponsible XoxL.preparJngji^wrl^^ 
, ^le gation, 

Barron indicated that from his brief conversation with Kessler it is 
clear to him that Kessler is preparing a story alleging that the FBI deals in 
smiit and "peddles derogatory information." 

'Surron Indicated that he advised Kessler that he considered himself 
a rather thorough reporter when he was with the "Star" and despite exhaustive 
I efforts onl'ispart, he was never able to locate anyone who could acknowledge 

(tapes on King existed, no less locate anyone who might have heard the tapes. 
Barron advised that he intends to telephone Mr. DeLoach at Purchase, New Yorl 
to advise him of his conversation with Kessler since he anticipates that Kessler 
mav verv well call Mr. DeLoach also. 

- ■ 10 - - — - - - 

fearron was advised that we were deeply grateful for his thoughtful- 
ness in calliii^. 

You will recall, of course, that Barron has bsen associated v/ith 
Reader's Digest for many years, following a stint with the "WaKhington Stsx" 
and is the author of the book "KGB. " 

It is noted that Robert tJherrill, a journalist who has a reputation 
for muckralcing, in his paper "The Selling of the FBI, " which he read at the 
\ Princeton conference tspon^ored by the Committee For Public Justice in 
lOGtober, 1971j alleged that "During the period when Hoover was leaking infor- 

Imation about the Martin Luther King hotel ruom tapes^ a group of Reader's 
Digest editors visited him in Wnsliuigton and hs entertained them not only with 
a rendition of the hotel tapes but also wit'i tapes of Mrs. ICing's reaction. 
(The FBI, which h^d sent her a copy of the tapes, was apparently able to 
record the reaction via a bug. )" "The V/ashiiigton Evening Star" reported this 
allegation cf Sherrill's in an article by Jeremiah O'Leary in the 10/30/71 issue 
of that newspaper. The article convincingly concluded that the Sherrill "story" 
could not be substantiated, citing 1) Sherrill's i*efi:sal to identify his source, 

2) the FBI's* denial that any of the King tapes were played for "Digest" editors, 

3) a statcnxont by a Reader's DisoBlrpd^^sman that the charges were "wholly 
false" and 4) a statomcnt by a spokesman for Mrs. King in Atlanta tliat slie 
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"has no knowledge of these tapes" and knows only of alleged tapes concerning 
her late husband through newspaper accounts conceming them. 

Consistent with the paper he submitted, Sherrill went on to make 
a number of equally erroneous but less spectacular charges against the FBI, 
the sum total of which was that to '\ . . the most successful job of salesmanship 
in the history of Western bureaucracy, " FBI public relations had created the 
Director as the "Perfect Image" in the mind of "mon-and-Dad" America. 

RECOMMENDATION 



For information. 




/ 



ebmaxy 3, 1975 




Maine 04538 



ALL INFORMATION CONTMNED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



In response to your request of January 24th for 
data concerning .Martin Luther Klng^ Jr*, please be advised 
that In order to preserve the privacy of all Individuals 
and/or organizations that may be the subject of such inquiry # 
it has been necessary for the FBI to maintain the practice of 
not indicating whether %ra do or do not have infomation in 
our files pertaining to the subject of the inquiry. The reve* 
latlon that such infomation does or does not appear in an 
investigatory file could interfere with the ability of the 
FBI to carry out its investigative functions by possibly 
indicating the nature of an investigation or the names of 
informants or subjects* 

In view of the above, I an sure you will tfttieSstand 
why it is not possible to conply vith your requc&st*^^ :^ 




Sincerely yours, 

M. Kelley 

Clarence H« Kelley 
Director 
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Mr« Clarence Kelley 
F. !• Directer 
Washington 9 D» C« 

Dear Mr. Kelley: 



Laboratory 

Pian. & gyaS. 

Spec. Inv. 

TroinmQ 

Ltgol Coun. 

To lo phono Rm« . 
Diroctor Soc'y _ 



I'm aorry that I feel It necessary to write the 
following, but I think I should do so in an effort to 
clear the name of Dr« Martin Luther King Jr. in this 
vicinity* 

am the Chaplain c>f fjjjlfllilljBlililiilill^ h^C^J 

a Senior Citizen group of both sexes. We have a 

membership of about 80 members. We meet on a weekly basis 
every Tuesday morning. Last Tuesday , my opening remarks were 
that Mass. had declared a holiday in honor of Dr. King's 
birthday • that he was a great leader of his people and I 
sincerely hoped in time his birthday would be declared a 
Nat'l holiday. One of our members arose in great anger 
and said that J. Edgar Hoover had proved Dr. King to be 
an evil man, a Commonist, etc, etc. He had extremely strong 
feelings on the subject and wound up by saying he would 
leave the room if I continued to talk of Dr. King. I was 
directed to do so by the Club and both he and his wife 
did leave the room. 

I used his quote I'm sure your familiar '*I have a 
dream that nry four little children will live in a nation 
where they will not be Judged by the color of their 
skin,'' etc. ^ 

COPY: wag 



A« the story must have originated from your office, 
vould appreciate a letter from you either confirming or 
denial of the above. I*m sure many In our Club now have 
nixed emotions re: Dr. King. 



Sincerely Yours, 



•X;';' ;':f.\;^: 
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